
 
MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, Dec. 18: † Katie, Gabe, and Carmie by Family 
Saturday, Dec. 24: Christmas Flower Intentions 
Sunday, Dec. 25: Christmas Flower Intentions 
 
 

LECTOR SCHEDULE ALTAR SERVERS 
Sunday, Dec. 24 4:00 pm T. Tarantella We will not be using Altar Servers for 

Mass while we are in the Church Hall.    Sunday, Dec 25 12 noon Need Lector 
 
MEMORIAL CANDLES DECEMBER 15-31: 
Church Hall Sanctuary:  Elizabeth, Alice, & Susan  by Mary, Jeanne, & Marjorie 
Chapel Sanctuary:  Elizabeth, Alice, & Susan  by Mary, Jeanne, & Marjorie 
Blessed Mother - Chapel:  Special Intention 
Saint Joseph - Chapel:  Special Intention 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
Jennifer Sauter, John “Tink” Green, Sandy Francis, John Laubscher, Kay Hirlinger, Connie Shope, Deanna 
Dare, Donald Felty, Bill O’Neill, Karen Tomko Strobel, Susan Nelson, Thomas Packer, Bill Leary Jr., 
Melinda O’Neill-Lewis,  Bart Pickering, Katherine Huggler, Gayle Jenkens, Elaine Charcalla, John Kapp, 
Ron J. Long, Rose Turnowchyk, Ruth Donnell, Vera Hough, Jeane Bressler, Grace DeSanto, Angeline 
Adams, Grace “Susie” Kisko, Liz Kalafut, Arnie Burrows, Martha Crouse, Brenda DeJoice, Caleb Leone, 
Joey Herridge, Drew Gentzyel, Adam Smith, Joyce Winkleman O’Brien,  Chad Willard, Connie O’Toole 
Conrad, Gino Serafini, Terry O’Laughlin, Kevin Dwyer, Denise Colvin, Frank Morton, Sue Sette, Tom Allen,  
Mary Tripp, Estefan Nevarez, Joel Kohler, Ginny Serafini, and Tom Daywalt 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Collection Counters: Mary, Ann Marie, & Lewie 

MONDAY: 12/19  

TUESDAY: 12/20 
Communion Service 8:30 am Chapel 

WEDNESDAY: 12/21 
    

THURSDAY: 12/22 
  

FRIDAY: 12/23 
 No Communion Service 

SATURDAY: 12/24  

SUNDAY: 12/25 
CCD 10:30 am Administration Building 

  
“Jesus came to us through Mary; it makes perfect sense 
 that we should go to Jesus through her.” – Fr. John Corapi 

 

         DECEMBER 18, 2022         Fourth Sunday in Advent 
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This Christmas 

This Christmas, mend a quarrel. 
Seek out a forgotten friend. 

Dismiss suspicion and replace it with trust. 
Write a love letter. Share some treasure. 

Give a soft answer. Encourage youth. 
Manifest your loyalty in word and deed. 

Keep a promise. Find the time. 
Forgo a grudge. Forgive an enemy. 

Listen. Apologize if you were wrong. Try to understand. 
Disregard envy. Examine your demands on others. 

Think first of someone else. Appreciate. 
Be kind; be gentle. Laugh a little. Laugh a little more. 

Deserve confidence. Take up arms against malice. 
Decry complacency. Express your gratitude. 

Go to church. Welcome a stranger. 
Gladden the heart of a child. 

Take pleasure in the beauty and wonder of the earth. 
Speak your love. Speak it again. Speak it still once again. 

 
PARISH OFFICE NEWS  
The rectory office will be closed Friday, December 23, and Monday, December 26. Also, there 
will be limited office hours from December 27 through December 30, 2022. The office will also 
be closed on Monday, January 2, 2023. Please limit your calls to those of an urgent nature during 
this timeframe. 

CHURCH PEWS 
We would like to extend our immense gratitude to the following people for their generous decision to 
donate their pews back to the church: Anna Knauff, Cathy Himmel, Susie Ransdorf, Pamela Gentzyel, 
Kevin Rauch (Post Office), Jeanie Nestlerode, and Connie Tarantella.  You have no idea how important 
this measure is in our efforts to restore our church to its original historical, spiritual, and architectural 
masterpiece.  Don't hesitate to contact the parish office if you or anyone you know has a pew (in any 
condition) and would like to be a part of this cause. 

COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ADVENT SCHEDULE 
December 21 here at St. Joe’s @7pm  Dan Heiser host, Martha Sykes preaching 
 
SARRIS CANDY BAR SALE  
We are out of candy bars for the time being.  We have raised $2,627 for our Capital Campaign. 
Thanks to everyone who supported this fundraiser. Because it did so well, we will be purchasing 
more candy bars to sell in January. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Love  
The fourth candle of the Advent wreath, purple, represents love and is 
sometimes referred to as the “Angel Candle.” During this final week of Advent, 
we rejoice in God's endless love for us, which is made apparent in the birth of 
His Son. We reflect on the good news of God's love brought to us from the 
angel Gabriel. 

 
SCHOOL CONCERT 
Bucktail Area High school and Renovo Elementary are holding both an instrumental and a choral 
concert. The instrumental performance is postponed until further notice however the choral 
performance is on Monday, 12/19, at 6:30 pm.  
 
2023 OFFERTORY ENVELOPES  
Your new offertory envelopes will be on the side tables in the Church Hall starting next week, 
Dec. 18th.  Please pick yours up and your neighbors or friends if they cannot make it to the 
Church Hall. Don't hesitate to contact the parish office if you do not see a box with your name. 
Thank you! 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 All Christmas flower envelopes are due Monday, December 19th. If you do not have a 
flower envelope, please stop by the church office or mark “Christmas Flowers” on an 
envelope.  
 

Thank you for your kindness! 
 
Please join us in thanking two special people:  John Drake and Janet Stone. 
John Drake recently spent hours rewiring our church lanterns and altar lights.  He was asked to 
use his talents to help us modify our lighting when during our renovations, it was revealed that the 
lanterns in our church were meant to hold more light bulbs than what had been used in the past.  
Because lighting enhances the design and atmosphere, we found it imperative to have these fixed.  
Of course, it took way more time than expected, several days and many hours.  However, John 
graciously donated his time and would not take any money for all his work.  Not only did he do 
an excellent job, but he saved us at least $4,000! 
 
Janet Stone is sending each and every CCD student home today with a special Christmas gift. 
Last year, Janet made the students beautiful winter hats; this year, she crocheted them all 
magnificent winter scarves.  She had to make over 35 scarves, which took her weeks to complete. 
She ensured she knew how many boys/girls were in each grade to customize the scarves perfectly 
by fit and color. They are absolutely beautiful!  
 
We are overwhelmed with gratitude to both John and Janet and the kindness they have shown us. 
“Love and kindness are never wasted. They always make a difference. 
They bless the one who receives them, and they bless you, the giver.” -
Barbara de Angelis 



 
While many people look forward to yearly holiday traditions and gatherings with family 
and friends, Christmas, particularly the first one after losing a loved one, can be an 
especially difficult time for those who are grieving. If you have experienced the loss of 
someone special in your life, either recently or long ago, the poem Christmas in Heaven 
is for you. May it bring you comfort and open your heart to this season of hope, joy, 
peace, anticipation, and, most of all, love. 

1st Christmas in Heaven 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I see the countless Christmas trees throughout the world below, With tiny lights like 
Heaven’s stars, reflecting on the snow. The sight is quite spectacular, so you need not 
shed a tear, For I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.  
 
I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear, But they simply can’t compete 
with the Angel choir here. I have no words to tell you, the joy their voices bring; For it is 
beyond description to hear the angels sing.  
 
I know how much you miss me; I see the pain inside your heart. But I am not so far away; 
we really are not apart. So be happy for me dear ones, you know I hold you dear. And be 
glad I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.  
 
Please love and keep each other, as my Father said to do. For I cannot count the blessings 
or the love He has for you. So, have a joyous Christmas and wipe away that tear. 
Remember… I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year. 
 

 

Advent’s four Sundays each have their own focus: “Stay awake!” (First); John the Baptist 
(Second); Rejoice! (Third); Joseph/Mary (Fourth). We might need to have a little pity on the 
Fourth Sunday, however, since the hectic realities of the secular calendar can overwhelm it, 
particularly in those years when there are only one or two (or zero!) days before Christmas. This 
year we have the luxury of a whole week! What shall we do with this gift from God? Perhaps a 
bit more charity or social action on behalf of God’s poorest. Maybe take some time to listen for 
the voice of God in our dreams, as Joseph did. Attend daily Mass, Advent reconciliation, or pray 
the “O” antiphons (which began this Saturday evening). As with every gift, we show true 
gratitude by using it. Let us do so, as Paul tells us in Romans, for the sake of the name of Jesus, 
whose coming we await. 
 
WHOSE HOUSE? 
Interest in genealogy is much older than our current fascination with using DNA analysis to trace 
our heritage. Matthew’s Gospel opens with the genealogy of Jesus, going all the way back to 
Abraham, Israel’s father in faith. This immediately precedes today’s Gospel reading and is crucial 
to how we hear the opening sentence: “Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.” It’s 
not so much as a starting point, but a pivot point that places Jesus firmly in the “house of David” 
through Joseph (in first-century Judaism, lineage and heritage was traced solely through males). 
An essential understanding of the Messiah was that he would come from the house and lineage of 
King David. For those of us who follow Jesus in faith, it’s essential to recall that it was through 
Joseph that Jesus both came from the house of David and was made a son of the covenant of 
Moses. 
 
WHOSE HOME? 
Matthew’s Gospel also contains an angelic annunciation scene; we hear from it today. Another 
pivot point is presented when the angel says, “Do not be afraid to take Mary into your home.” As 
with most angelic appearances in scripture, the angel provides an instruction not to fear. More 
importantly, Joseph is instructed by God’s messenger to take Mary into his home. When Joseph 
and Mary were betrothed, they were officially constituted as husband and wife; the next step—
approved by an angel—would have been for Joseph to take Mary into his home. So he provided a 
safe place for a young woman in a troubled pregnancy, and offered her child a home, a heritage, 
and a lineage. This rather difficult and risky move on Joseph’s part might inspire us this season to 
seek out and help in those places where people are longing to have a house and—more 
importantly—a home. 
FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL 
Mary was excited about her first pregnancy and rushed to tell her cousin. Sadly children are often 
seen as a liability, “another mouth to feed” or an “obstacle to my career.” It is said “Christmas is 
for children.” It is more accurate to say “Christmas is for adults to appreciate the gift of children!” 



WELCOME 
 Welcome to all, especially visitors and guests, who have come to worship in our Church today 
No matter how long you plan to be in the neighborhood, please consider St. Joseph’s your parish home. 
Call the parish office, 570-923-0172, to schedule an appointment with Father Orr to register. 
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;  
 Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25 
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;  
 Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56 
Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;  
 Lk 1:57-66 
Saturday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;  
 Lk 1:67-79 
Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27 29;  
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;  
Lk 2:1-14 Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7;  Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; 
Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 
 
GOD WANTS TO BE ONE WITH US 
 What great lengths God will go to in loving and saving us! Think of the most outlandish 
circumstance you might conceive. That seems to be what the Lord is saying to Ahaz in today’s first 
reading. “A virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.” Not only is the idea 
of a virgin conceiving beyond comprehension in Ahaz’s time, so would the concept of God wanting to 
be with us be, as the name Emmanuel indicates. And yet, this is what we celebrate in the 
Incarnation—God wants so completely to be one with us that God came to be with us in a son born to 
a virgin, the Blessed Virgin Mary. There is more to this story than even these amazing and outlandish 
occurrences, however. God wants to be one with us so deeply that God partners with us to make God’s 
presence known.Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 
GETTING EVEN 
 The only ones you should try to get even with are those who have helped you. 
—Anonymous 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR ANSWERING THE CALL 
Thanks to the generosity of the parishioners listed below. We are almost there!! We are grateful to you 
for answering the call and making self-sacrificial commitments to the campaign. So far, with all the 
pledges and donations we have received, we are up to $85,479. (as of 12/16) 
James & Anna Knauff, Dennis & Mary Anderson, Lydia Heiser, Knights of Columbus, Barbara Mills, 
Charles Lackey, Angela Lavelle, Mrs. W. K Penton, Catherine Himmel, William & Marcia Mainguth, 
Barbara Mastriania, Pat & Marcia Clemente, James Patrick Kelley, Paul & Grace Maxwell, Patrick Smith, 
Maurice Kelley, Tom & Terrie Kerstetter, Ron & Cathy Dremel, Keith & Patricia Wilson, Jeanette Morton, 
Ruby Prebble, Angeline Fedele, Ann Fedele, Margaret Sutliff, Teresa Fedele, Sue Allen, Marjorie & Vincent 
Massaro, Susan Smith, Terrie Buranosky, Carol Coover, Pam & Carl Gentzyel, George B. Simon, Dennis & 
Mary Anderson, Kenneth & Carol Reber, Robert & Patricia Jones, John & Susan Sette, Shirley Kisko, Sharon 
Krauss, Bob & Chris Huff, Ann Greene, Dcn Chip & Connie Young, David Drabic, Theresa O’Donnell, Judy 
Kurutz, Chuck & Nancy Swanson, Jeanette Summerson, Mike Tomko, Deborah Pedokus, Janet Stone, Sarah 
Graw, George & Sandy Machak, Helen Green, John & Mary Ann Tarantella, Jen Pick, Mary, Steve, & Teresa 
Stone, Tarantella’s Sudsy Pup, Hanobic Family, Lisa & Jack Houser, Mary Ann Kennis, Peter & Claire 
Wickershaw, Jim Miller, Heiser Family, Mary & Steve Rathmell, Paul & Joan Filbin, April & Mike Smith 
and family, Barbara Newlen, Jim & Sue Morgan and family,  Tom & Ann Tarantella, George “Mike” & 
Michele Simon, Gloria Renehan, Barb & Mike Fedele, Pattie Rauch, Mary & Dick Adams, and Bob & Lisa 
Houser, Kevin and Rosie Dwyer, Valerie Kahley, Dolores Gregory,  Ronald & Susan Ransdorf, Jim & Patty 
Cozzi, + 5 anonymous donors 
 
MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
Saint Joseph received the following donations towards our Capital Campaign. 
In Loving Memory of.. 

• Eugene & Catherine Monoski by Jeanne Monoski ($1,000) 
• Robert & Vera Gorman by Daughter ($100) 

CAR RAFFLE 
Our car raffle tickets would make great Christmas gifts for everyone on your Christmas list.  We 
have Christmas cards available to purchase for 50¢ to include with your raffle tickets to give as a 
gift or stocking stuffers.  
 

� Our Gifts to God � 
Sunday Offering: Dec. 11, 2022 

 
  Regular Collection          $1,278.00 
 Monthly                                190.00 
 Children                                    1.00       
                                         $1,469.00 
 
●Flower Money: $350                 ●Votive: $100  ●Immaculate Conception: $345 

 
Thank you for being good stewards. 

 
- 

ENVELOPES     Adults       
Used                     115 
Families:               208         

SAINTS AND SPECIAL 
OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Fourth Sunday of 
Advent;  
 Hanukkah begins 
Wednesday: St. Peter Canisius; 
Winter begins 
Friday: St. John of Kanty 
Saturday: The Vigil of 
Christmas (Christmas Eve) 

 

 
 


